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Mapping the Mixed Race Identity in Black, White, and Jewish. / @ .Li¢t < 57 Fp- @

This thesis attempts to read Rebecca Walker’s memoir Black White and Jewish as an
investigation into the problematic of the social construct of race. It begins with an elaboration on
the society’s phobia about racial amalgamation owing to its potentiality to alter color boundaries,
which are maintained through the manipulation of power. Born in a society where racial purity is
highly postulated, Walker encounters an identity crisis that renders her double alienated and
marginalized. What follows, thereby, is an examination of the identity formation of Walker as a
mixed black and white individual, as well as a discussion of how racial hybridity may challenge
essentialist racialization. With its fluidity and ambiguity, Walker’s mixed race identity turns out to
contest and further destabilize the immutability, stability, and homogeneity of essentializing racial
categories. By cherishing the boundary-crossing capability a multiracial possesses, Walker could
liberate herself from the shackles of the trauma of racism.
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(‘http://proj.ncku.edu.tw/tfs2007/main/communicate/pdf/MAPPING THE_MIXED RACE_IDENTIT
Y_IN_BLACK WHITE_AND_JEWISH.pdf )

Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things: Ammu’s Transgressive Love in Postcolonial India
[ @ 4 ¢k < 57 Sjao-Jing Sun

“That a woman that they had already damned, now had little left to lose, and could
therefore be dangerous,” writes Arundhati Roy in The God of Small Things (44).This
foreshadowing turns out to be true: Ammu, in the story, breaks the Love Law that endangers
Indian traditional caste system, a Touchable woman having an affair with an Untouchable.
According to Baby Kachamma, Ammu, a divorced woman in postcolonial India, had no status
anywhere at all.  Why Ammu choose the most radical way to react against her postcolonial
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patriarchal society? Based on trauma theories, | will like to discuss what causes Ammu to act
out her trauma by having transgressive love with Velutha. In the first part of my paper, | will
focus on What kind of educational background helped form her personality, and which made
her run away and have her first intercommunity marriage. In the second part, | will discuss
how the men around her treat Ammu and eventually push her to fight against Indian
patriarchal society. To have a transgressive love or not, does Ammu have the right to
choose? In the third part, I will compare Ammu with Mamachi and Baby Kachamma,
focusing on how these women oppress Ammu by living up to the patriarchal values. In terms
of the influence of colonization: What significant impact dose Margaret make on Ammu?
Under the repression of Indian postcolonial patriarchal society, Ammu pays the unaffordable
high price for her struggle as a divorce daughter: “The cost of living climbed to unaffordable
heights [...] Two lives. Two children’s childhoods. And a history lesson for future offenders”
(Roy 336).
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